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S E C T I O N  2  —  M E D I A  T A L K I N G  P O I N T S  

KEY	TALKING	POINTS	FOR	MEDIA	INTERVIEWS 

 

Approved Messaging — NAACP Florida State Conference 

 
2A. Framing the Campaign — What "Out of Bounds" Is (and Is Not) 

 

● The NAACP has NOT called for a corporate boycott. The "Out of Bounds" campaign is a targeted 

civic and athletic engagement strategy, not a traditional boycott. 

● The campaign calls on elite college athletic recruits, current student-athletes, fans, and 

supporters to use their platforms and pause their spending in protest of racially gerrymandered 

congressional and state legislative maps. 

● This is a peaceful, constitutionally protected expression of economic and civic power — the 

same strategy that powered the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. 

● The campaign's name reflects a fundamental truth: what these states have done to Black voters 

is simply out of bounds — it violates the spirit of democracy and the letter of the Voting Rights 

Act. 

 

 
2B. Why Eight Southern States? 

 

● The "Out of Bounds" campaign targets eight Southern states whose legislatures have enacted 

racially discriminatory congressional and state legislative maps that dilute the political power of 

Black voters. 



● Florida is among those eight states. The Florida Legislature's maps — signed into law by 

Governor Ron DeSantis — dismantled a Black-majority congressional district and weakened the 

collective voting power of Black Floridians. 

● These maps were not accidents. They were engineered to diminish Black political representation 

and silence Black communities at the ballot box. 

● Courts have found Florida's congressional maps to be racially discriminatory. Despite that, the 

maps remain in effect, continuing to harm Black voters in every election cycle. 

 

 
2C. The Purpose — Restoring Fair Maps 

 

● The campaign's singular goal is the restoration of fair, constitutionally compliant district maps 

that give Black voters an equal voice. 

● The NAACP is not asking for special treatment — we are demanding equal protection under the 

law, as guaranteed by the 14th and 15th Amendments and the Voting Rights Act. 

● Every American, regardless of race, deserves a congressional and legislative map that fairly 

represents their community. That right has been stolen from Black Floridians. 

 

 
2D. What We're Asking — The Three Asks 

 

 

1. Elite Recruits 

We are calling on highly recruited student-athletes to thoughtfully consider the political climate 

of states they may choose to attend. A college choice is a community choice. 

 



 

2. Current Athletes 

We are calling on student-athletes already enrolled at institutions in these eight states to use 

their voices, platforms, and social media reach to speak out against racial gerrymandering and 

demand fair maps. 

 

 

3. Fans & Supporters 

We are calling on fans, alumni, and supporters of college sports to pause discretionary spending 

— tickets, merchandise, concessions, apparel — in the eight targeted states until fair maps are 

restored. 

 

 

 
2E. The Economic Argument — Why College Sports? 

 

● College sports generates billions of dollars in economic activity annually across the eight 

targeted states. Football alone generates over $8 billion per year nationwide. 

● The states targeted by "Out of Bounds" collectively host some of the most valuable college 

athletic programs in the country — programs that depend on Black athletic talent for their 

success. 

● It is a profound contradiction that states which benefit economically from the labor, 

performance, and excellence of Black athletes simultaneously enact laws that strip those same 

athletes — and their families — of fair political representation. 

● Economic pressure is a proven, legitimate tool of civic advocacy. The Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

The Selma marches. The March on Washington. Each leveraged economic and civic power to 

demand justice. "Out of Bounds" follows that same honorable tradition. 



 

 
2F. The SCORE Act and Congressional Accountability 

 

● The NAACP is closely watching efforts in Congress to pass the SCORE Act, which would further 

complicate the fight for fair maps and equitable representation. 

● The Congressional Black Caucus has taken a strong position opposing provisions of the SCORE 

Act that would undermine civil rights protections. 

● Florida's congressional delegation must be held accountable for their votes and their stance on 

legislation that affects Black voting rights. 

 

 
2G. Florida-Specific Talking Points 

 

● Florida's gerrymandered maps have effectively erased a Black-majority congressional district, 

depriving Black Floridians of a representative who looks like them and shares their lived 

experience. 

● Black voters in Florida account for a significant portion of the electorate — their political power 

must not be diluted through racially motivated line-drawing. 

● Florida is not just a battleground state — it is ground zero for the modern assault on Black 

voting rights in the South. 

● The NAACP Florida State Conference is calling on every branch, every member, and every ally in 

this state to stand firm until fair maps are restored. 
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S E C T I O N  3  —  P R E S S  L E T T E R  



LETTER	TO	MEDIA	—	PRE-INTERVIEW	BRIEFING 

 

From the NAACP Florida State Conference 

 

Date: May 2026 

Dear [Media Contact / Reporter Name], 

Thank you for your interest in the NAACP Florida State Conference's "Out of Bounds" 

campaign. We welcome your coverage and are committed to ensuring that your reporting 

is grounded in accurate, verified information. This letter is intended to provide essential 

factual context ahead of any interview, broadcast segment, or written coverage, and we 

ask that you review it carefully before publication or broadcast. 

Campaign Overview 
"Out of Bounds" is a national NAACP initiative that the NAACP Florida State Conference is 

actively advancing at the state level. At the outset, we want to be unequivocally clear: this 

is NOT a traditional corporate boycott. It is a targeted civic and athletic engagement 

strategy designed to bring public attention and economic accountability to eight Southern 

states whose legislatures have enacted racially discriminatory congressional and state 

legislative maps. The singular objective of this campaign is the restoration of fair, 

constitutionally compliant district maps that restore and protect the equal voting rights of 

Black Americans — in Florida and across the South. 

The Florida Context 
Florida is among the eight states targeted by the "Out of Bounds" campaign because of its 

racially gerrymandered congressional maps — maps signed into law by Governor Ron 

DeSantis — that dismantled a Black-majority congressional district and significantly 

diluted the collective voting power of Black Floridians. These maps were not the product 



of neutral demographic analysis. They were drawn with precision to weaken Black 

political representation. Courts have examined Florida's congressional maps and found 

evidence of racial discrimination. Despite those findings, the maps remain in effect, 

causing ongoing and measurable harm to Black voters in every election cycle. Florida is, 

by any fair measure, ground zero for the modern assault on Black voting rights in the 

American South. 

The Three Asks 
The "Out of Bounds" campaign makes three specific, targeted asks. First, we call on highly 

recruited student-athletes — young people who carry enormous economic value to these 

institutions — to thoughtfully consider the political environment of any state they choose 

for their college career. A college choice is also a community choice. Second, we call on 

student-athletes already enrolled at institutions in the eight targeted states to use their 

voices, social media platforms, and public profiles to speak out against racial 

gerrymandering and advocate for fair maps. Third, we ask fans, alumni, and supporters of 

college sports to pause discretionary spending — tickets, merchandise, apparel, 

concessions — in the eight targeted states until fair maps are restored. These are 

peaceful, constitutionally protected acts of civic and economic expression. 

Addressing Common Misconceptions 
We want to proactively address two misconceptions we have already encountered in 

early media coverage. The first is that "Out of Bounds" is a corporate boycott — it is not. 

The campaign does not target corporations, brands, or commercial sponsors. It is directed 

specifically at the economic ecosystem of college sports in states that have enacted 

racially discriminatory voting maps. The second misconception is that the campaign is 

anti-sports or seeks to harm college athletics — it is not. The NAACP deeply values and 

celebrates Black athletic excellence. It is precisely because we honor that excellence that 

we refuse to allow these states to profit from Black talent while simultaneously stripping 



Black athletes and their communities of fair political representation. We are pro-athlete. 

We are pro-fairness. We are pro-democracy. 

What We Ask of You 
We ask that you take the time to fact-check all claims before publication. When 

describing the campaign, we request that you use the approved, accurate language: "Out 

of Bounds" campaign, "civic and athletic engagement strategy," and "restoring fair 

maps." We ask that you avoid inflammatory or inaccurate framing — particularly 

characterizations that describe this as a general boycott of states, colleges, or 

corporations. If you have any factual questions, encounter ambiguity in our materials, or 

wish to verify any statement before publication, please contact our designated media 

representative directly before going to press. We are committed to being responsive, 

transparent, and cooperative partners in accurate journalism. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to share this important story. The fight for fair maps 

is, at its core, a fight for democracy itself. The NAACP has stood on the right side of that 

fight for over a century, and we will not stop now. We hope that your coverage will reflect 

the gravity, urgency, and legitimacy of what Black voters in Florida and across the South 

are facing — and what the NAACP and our partners are doing about it. We welcome your 

questions and look forward to a constructive dialogue. 

With respect and in solidarity, 

Donald Hart, Sr. 

President, NAACP Florida State Conference 
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S E C T I O N  4  —  B R A N C H  &  S P O K E S P E R S O N  P R E P A R A T I O N  

BRANCH	&	SPOKESPERSON	READINESS	CHECKLIST 

 

"Out of Bounds" Campaign — Florida State Conference 

Complete all applicable items before, during, and after media interactions. This checklist is a required 

readiness tool for all designated NAACP Florida State Conference spokespersons and branch leaders 

participating in campaign-related media activities. 

 
Before the Interview / Event 

 

[ ]   Review all approved talking points in this press kit 

[ ]   Confirm your designated spokesperson has been cleared by the Florida State Conference 

[ ]   Brief your spokesperson on the three campaign asks (recruits, athletes, fans) 

[ ]   Practice the key clarification: "This is NOT a corporate boycott — it is a civic and athletic engagement 

strategy" 

[ ]   Review Florida-specific facts: gerrymandered maps, dismantled Black-majority district, court findings 

[ ]   Confirm media contact information is current and accessible 

[ ]   Have a copy of this press kit on hand during the interview 

[ ]   Know the campaign name: "Out of Bounds" — always use this phrase 

[ ]   Prepare a 30-second opening statement consistent with the official campaign framing 

 

 

 



During the Interview / Event 

 

[ ]   Open by thanking the media outlet for covering this important issue 

[ ]   Lead with the campaign purpose: restoring fair maps for Black voters in Florida 

[ ]   Use the phrase "Out of Bounds" at least once in your opening statement 

[ ]   Redirect "boycott" framing: "We prefer to call it a civic and athletic engagement strategy" 

[ ]   Reference at least one Florida-specific fact (gerrymandered maps, dismantled district) 

[ ]   Mention all three campaign asks if time allows 

[ ]   Do NOT make statements outside the approved talking points without consulting leadership 

[ ]   Do NOT speak to pending litigation or specific court cases without legal clearance 

[ ]   Do NOT comment on specific corporate sponsors, teams, or athletes by name 

[ ]   Refer any questions about national NAACP positions to the national communications team 

 
After the Interview / Event 

 

[ ]   Submit a brief debrief report to the Florida State Conference communications team 

[ ]   Flag any questions that fell outside the approved talking points 

[ ]   Monitor media coverage and report any inaccurate or misleading reporting to leadership 

[ ]   Share approved social media language (see campaign toolkit) within 24 hours of interview 

[ ]   Follow up with journalist via email to offer fact-check support if needed 

[ ]   Document press clippings / recording links and submit to state office 

 



Social Media 

& 

Public Messaging Guidelines 

 

[ ]   Always use the official campaign hashtag: #OutOfBounds 

[ ]   Tag: @NAACPFlorida (or official Florida State Conference handle) 

[ ]   Do NOT post personal opinions about this campaign on personal accounts without campaign clearance 

[ ]   Use only approved graphics and campaign branding materials provided by the state office 

[ ]   Do NOT repost or amplify media coverage that uses inaccurate framing without correction 

[ ]   Amplify testimonials and stories from Black voters impacted by gerrymandering — with their consent 
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S E C T I O N  5  —  O F F I C I A L  S T A T E M E N T  

OFFICIAL	STATEMENT 

 

Donald Hart, Sr.  |  President, NAACP Florida State Conference  |  May 2026 

Let me be direct: Florida is ground zero for the modern assault on Black voting rights in this country. The 

racially gerrymandered maps signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis did not happen by accident. 

They were drawn with deliberate precision to erase Black political power, to silence Black communities, 

and to rig elections before a single voter ever sets foot in a polling place. The NAACP Florida State 

Conference will not accept this as the new normal. We will not normalize injustice. And we will not be 

silent. 



I am proud to say that we are not alone in this fight. Other states, other communities, and other NAACP 

conferences have already embraced the "Out of Bounds" strategy — and their courage and leadership 

have inspired us. Florida is following their lead. We are taking our place in a long and honorable 

tradition of using economic and civic power to demand accountability from those who hold political 

power. We will not be moved. 

What have these gerrymandered maps done to Black Floridians? They have stolen our representation. 

They have silenced our communities. They have handed our political power to those who do not share 

our interests, our history, or our struggles. A Black-majority congressional district — built over decades 

of civic participation and legal advocacy — was dismantled with the stroke of a pen. Courts have 

recognized the racial discrimination embedded in Florida's maps. And yet, those maps remain in effect. 

Black Floridians are living the consequences of that injustice with every election cycle. 

 

"Florida's	maps	were	drawn	to	silence	us.	The	'Out	of	Bounds'	campaign	

is	our	response	—	and	we	will	not	be	silent." 

—	Donald	Hart,	Sr.,		

President,	NAACP	Florida	State	Conference 

 

The "Out of Bounds" campaign is rooted in the same moral and legal foundation as the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott, the Selma marches, and the March on Washington. It is not radical. It is not unlawful. It is the 

most American thing imaginable: citizens demanding that their government treat them with equal 

dignity under the law. We are calling on elite college athletic recruits to consider carefully the political 

climate of any state they choose for their college career. We are calling on student-athletes already 

enrolled in these eight states to use their extraordinary platforms to amplify the demand for fair maps. 

And we are calling on fans, alumni, and supporters of college sports to pause their discretionary 

spending until the maps are fixed. 



Why college sports? Because these states have built their athletic programs — programs worth 

hundreds of millions of dollars — on the backs of Black athletic talent. It is a profound and 

unconscionable contradiction that these same states, enriched by Black excellence on the field and on 

the court, simultaneously enact laws designed to strip Black athletes and their families of fair political 

representation. We will not allow that contradiction to stand without consequence. If these states want 

the labor, the sacrifice, the brilliance, and the excellence of Black athletes — then they must also 

guarantee Black athletes and their communities the equal protection of the law. 

I call on every NAACP Florida branch, every member, every ally, every athlete, every fan, and every 

supporter of justice to join us in this campaign. The road ahead is not easy. But the NAACP has never 

chosen the easy road — we have always chosen the right one. For over a century, this organization has 

defended democracy, demanded accountability, and refused to accept any definition of America that 

excludes Black Americans from its full promise. 

We stand today in defense of that promise. We stand for fair maps. We stand for equal protection. We 

stand for the democracy that every American — regardless of race — deserves. Florida's maps were 

drawn to silence us. The "Out of Bounds" campaign is our answer — peaceful, powerful, and relentless. 

We will not stop until every Black voter in Florida has a fair map, a fair voice, and a fair shot at equal 

representation. That is not a political position. That is a constitutional right. And the NAACP will defend 

it with every tool available to us — for as long as it takes. 

 

Donald Hart, Sr. 

President, NAACP Florida State Conference 

On behalf of the NAACP Florida State Conference Executive Committee 
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